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Need for Improved Social Understanding 
Community involvement is vital to restoration in the 

SRW

Scott Valley landowners are key players insuring the 

future vitality of the Scott River

Climate change projection:

Web App Link

https://sou.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=559250e00033465a899eb5a597d7311c


Vegetation Change Maps



Agriculture and Wetlands Change Maps



Landowner Selection
Landowners were selected based on proximity 

to major tributaries of the Scott River

More than 40 landowners responded 

Landowner responses were received from 

across the SRW

Responses were collected through August 2021 

and not included in this study after June 2021

& Response



Methodology 
Survey of two generations:

● Students - online survey

● Landowners - printed and mailed out

Purpose:

● Do the two groups have similar opinions? 

● Are high school-aged kids going to be the future landowners in the SRW?



Institutional Review Board (IRB) Process
IRB- a necessary process when human subjects are included in a study

Students:

➔ Parent consent form- “opt-out”

➔ Student assent form

Landowners:

➔ Consent form to be mailed back with survey



Research Questions 
● How do landowners and high schoolers of the Scott River Watershed view restoration 

projects?

○ Do landowners and high schoolers see environmental issues as personal responsibility 

or a community responsibility or the responsibility of people at all?

○ How do landowners and high schoolers view the effect of landscape restoration on 

watershed productivity and community prosperity? 

○ Do landowners and high schoolers hold value to the land similar to the way value is 

placed on community and family?

○ What role do private landowners see themselves in environmental restoration?





Results 
Six categories:

Demographics

Value and Attachment of the Land 

Restoration Support

Natural Resource Management

Property Rights 

Responsibility for the Health of the Environment

40 landowners and 130 students responses were analyzed





Value and Attachment of the Land



Value and Attachment of the Land









Responsibility for the Health of the Environment



Responsibility for the Health of the Environment



Final Thoughts

● Web App

● Climate Adaptation Plan

● Land change analysis

● Landowner and student survey response data

● Online survey for future use

● Students generally are less likely to see a need for conservation and link restoration with 

community prosperity

● Many student responses were neutral indicating space for more restoration conversation 

● There is space to address Scott River restoration as a community-based issue with landowners

● Survey responses indicate openness to restoration on landowner’s private property

● Opportunity to open conversations about responsibility in land conservation and restoration

● Opportunity to link environmental restoration to community prosperity. 

● Opportunity to link the Scott River with utility-based attachment

● There is potential to expand the scope and scale of future social survey projects in the SRW
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